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So, Harris County, you need to move 

faster to use the Federal funds that we 
now have. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF TOM PETTY 

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Gaines-
ville’s native son, Mr. Tom Petty. 

Thomas Earl Petty was born on Octo-
ber 20, 1950, and, over a career that 
spanned five decades, collected 28 top 
10 hits, the most of all time. 

But his contribution cannot be meas-
ured in hits or awards. He wrote Amer-
ica’s soundtrack. Tom Petty’s story 
sounds familiar. He grew up in a small 
town, struggled, persisted, and then 
succeeded—a true American Dream 
story. 

But it is not what he did; it is how he 
did it that strikes us. It is the honesty, 
wit, and sentimentality that made his 
music special. Every hit Tom Petty 
crafted became an anthem, each song a 
score to the memorable moments of 
our lives. American life would be much 
diminished without his work. 

Jefferson and Madison wrote our sys-
tem. Twain wrote our story that de-
scribed Early American folklore. Petty 
wrote our songs. The songbook of 
America is bigger and brighter because 
of him. 

Rest in peace as you continue 
‘‘Runnin’ Down a Dream.’’ 

f 

REPUBLICAN STUDY COMMITTEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TAYLOR). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
WALKER) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, we are 
here today because, almost 11 months 
ago, the American people voted to give 
Republicans control of unified govern-
ment. They were tired of being crushed 
by rising healthcare costs due to 
ObamaCare. They wanted America’s 
economy to prosper again. They want-
ed a secure border. 

During the months that followed, 
Congress worked with President Trump 
to sign over 50 bills into law. On top of 
that, the House passed over 270 laws 
that now sit in the Senate awaiting ac-
tion. 

Despite this legislation, there is a 
unified voice that is loud and clear ar-
riving daily from our base, saying, 
‘‘Get something done.’’ The reason for 
that call is because Americans con-
tinue to be crushed by government 
policies, something that is very evi-
dent. These are the same policies that 
drove them to vote for us in the first 
place. 

Americans are scarred by the broken 
promises of the former administration. 
They could not keep their doctor, even 

though they were told by the former 
President they could. Their premiums 
did not go down $2,500, and their ex-
changes did not work. 

ObamaCare resulted in fewer options 
and increased costs for many Ameri-
cans. Out-of-pocket costs continue to 
soar, with overage deductibles for 
bronze plans topping $6,000 in 2017. 

Some States, like Arizona, faced pre-
mium increases of 116 percent; Okla-
homa, 69 percent. Tennessee faced a 63 
percent increase. And one-third of 
counties have only one insurer offering 
coverage on the exchange. Some entire 
States like Wyoming, right below me, 
South Carolina, Oklahoma, and Alaska 
only have one insurer. 

Think about that. This trend is pre-
dicted to worsen, with half of American 
counties only having one insurer in 
2018. 

As we have come to almost 8 years 
with the ACA, or ObamaCare, we run a 
risk of thinking that it is normal. Our 
healthcare system was not perfect be-
fore. We are not making that case. But 
ObamaCare made what was already bad 
even worse. 

We cannot think of these stats as 
mere numbers. Americans are really 
suffering under this law. Just because 
Senate Majority Leader MCCONNELL 
gave up on repealing ObamaCare in the 
Senate does not mean Americans will 
give Congress and Republicans a pass. 
We cannot and we must not give up on 
this important promise. 

The burden of ObamaCare is only 
made worse by the lackluster growth of 
the economy in recent years. During 
the Obama administration years, the 
economy failed to grow even once at 
the historic goal of 3 percent a year, 
something we just saw in our last quar-
ter. 

Americans are as industrious and in-
novative as ever. Americans’ work 
ethic is not the problem. It is our anti-
quated tax system that has been 
bogged down over the years by regu-
lators and lobbyists. 

Since our last major rewrite of the 
Tax Code 31 years ago, the same year 
that ‘‘Top Gun’’ was number one in the 
box office, 1986, our Tax Code has added 
over 35,000 pages. Think about that— 
35,000 pages. That is about three 
changes per day. Each page is another 
carve-out or a loophole for the well 
connected, leaving the rest of the econ-
omy behind. 

Our companies are at a disadvantage 
internationally, as our tax rate stands 
at 35 percent, the highest, as we know 
now, in the industrialized world. 

Families continue to be punished 
with a marriage penalty. 

Our Tax Code should be a competi-
tive advantage for our companies com-
peting with the world. It should en-
courage innovators to push the bound-
aries and find success. 

The call to get something done that 
we hear loud and clear from Americans 
is also coupled with a call to make sure 
that we are doing our very best to se-
cure the border. Perhaps there is no 

more vocal call from the past year 
than to build that wall. 

In 2016, the United States saw a surge 
in illegal border crossings, with 46,000 
illegals apprehended in that October 
alone. This is both a fiscal and a secu-
rity issue. 

Border security is more than just the 
border, though. Visa overstays are re-
sponsible for up to 40 percent of illegal 
immigration. We need a solution, and 
we need an action to this problem if we 
are truly to secure the border. 

To add to these problems, more than 
100 sanctuary jurisdictions have en-
acted policies which restrict coopera-
tion with ICE, allowing potentially 
dangerous illegal immigrant criminals 
to remain in our country. 

I am confident that the American 
people will deliver their final grade on 
Republicans over the next 3 months 
simply based on the three issues, the 
three promises that I am speaking 
about today: number one, continuing 
to work and replace and repeal 
ObamaCare; number two, reforming the 
Tax Code; and, number three, securing 
the border. In short, repeal, reform, se-
cure; repeal, reform, secure. We need to 
fulfill these promises in the next 3 
months. The urgency and the time is 
now. 

As I said before, the status quo on 
these policies is literally crushing 
Americans, and this is why they elect-
ed Republicans. In fact, since 1913, 
when Republicans expanded, or when 
the House expanded the 387 Members to 
435, this is the only time in history 
when back-to-back Congresses, the 
Americans have elected 240 or more Re-
publicans, and it is time we did our job. 
We need to keep our promises to the 
American people. 

I am pleased to be joined by members 
of the Republican Study Committee 
today to talk about the importance of 
keeping these promises. That is why it 
is my privilege to introduce one of our 
newer members from Kansas, Rep-
resentative RON ESTES. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. ESTES). 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
after a decade of inadequate economic 
growth across America, there is new 
growing optimism that our economy is 
about to be set free again. Consumer 
confidence in the economy is the high-
est it has been since 2000. Why? I be-
lieve this is because the American peo-
ple expect us to reform our broken Tax 
Code, and they are excited about it. 

Our outdated and overly complex Tax 
Code has held our economy down for 
the past decade. It is time we fix this 
and empower working families in 
America. 

Real tax reform will be the best way 
to help America climb up the economic 
ladder. A stronger economy will bring 
higher wages and better jobs. The goal 
is to make our Federal Code simple and 
to make it fair. 

b 1730 
The Tax Code, as it is, only benefits 

the rich and well-connected who can 
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hire an army of lawyers to protect 
their interests. This is why Repub-
licans are looking to enact real reform 
for all Americans. The argument 
against tax reform is this: the plan is 
just a tax cut for the rich. 

The reality is, this tax reform frame-
work is focused on helping middle class 
families. The tax system is laid out by 
Republicans that allows low- and mid-
dle-income workers to keep more of 
their hard-earned paychecks in order 
to save for their children’s college, for 
their retirement, or any other things 
that they want. 

I implore my colleagues across the 
aisle to do what is right and help to fix 
our antiquated Tax Code. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative ESTES. Perhaps no one 
knows more and has had more experi-
ence than the chairman of our Judici-
ary Committee, a former immigration 
attorney who has spent years working 
on resolving these issues. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to 
yield to the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. GOODLATTE). 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
very much appreciate the gentleman 
organizing this hour of Special Order 
remarks, and your leadership on these 
three important issues. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to discuss the im-
portance of bolstering enforcement of 
existing immigration law and securing 
the border. The interior enforcement 
and border security are vital to en-
hancing public safety, keeping the door 
open to law-abiding immigrants, pro-
tecting our borders, and restoring the 
rule of law. 

Under President Obama, interior en-
forcement deteriorated dramatically as 
his administration refused to enforce 
immigration laws, rewrote the law 
through executive action, and imple-
mented policies that enabled millions 
of unlawful and criminal aliens to re-
main in the United States free from 
any possibility of removal. 

The Obama administration’s policies 
had—and continue to have—disturbing 
consequences. The rule of law was un-
dermined as hundreds of thousands of 
Central American unaccompanied mi-
nors and families arrived at the south-
west border during the Obama years 
and were released into the U.S. Too 
many Americans were killed or seri-
ously harmed at the hands of aliens 
who joined gangs or committed crimes. 

Fortunately, the Trump administra-
tion has begun to reverse the Obama 
administration’s disastrous policies 
and is enforcing the law as written by 
Congress. President Trump has issued 
executive orders to strengthen interior 
enforcement and implement strong 
border security measures. The Depart-
ment of Justice and the Department of 
Homeland Security are already exe-
cuting these executive orders, and 
there have been quick results. 

Illegal border crossings at the South-
west border dropped dramatically at 
the beginning of the Trump adminis-
tration due, in large part, to consistent 

enforcement of the law and the strong 
message that the U.S. no longer toler-
ates illegal immigration. 

However, illegal border crossings are 
rising again despite the best efforts of 
the Trump administration, dem-
onstrating that the President should be 
granted additional, long-needed legisla-
tive tools. The House Judiciary Com-
mittee has been hard at work to im-
prove our Nation’s immigration laws 
and has already approved bills that are 
crucial to enable our country to gain 
control of our immigration system. 

The Davis-Oliver Act is the keystone 
of our interior enforcement efforts and 
is named after Placer County Detective 
Michael Davis, Jr., and Sacramento 
County Deputy Sheriff Danny Oliver, 
two California law enforcement officers 
who were murdered by an unlawful im-
migrant in October 2014. 

The bill improves the enforcement of 
our Nation’s immigration laws to en-
hance public safety. Specifically, the 
Davis-Oliver Act provides tools to 
crack down on dangerous sanctuary 
city policies and contains much-needed 
changes to protect American commu-
nities from unlawful immigrants who 
commit crimes in the United States, or 
are gang members. 

The Davis-Oliver Act also enhances 
national security by improving our Na-
tion’s first line of defense, the visa 
issuance process. It provides thorough 
screening of foreign nationals seeking 
to enter the United States in order to 
prevent terrorists from entering our 
country. The bill also ensures the rule 
of law and removes the ability of any 
President to unilaterally shut down 
immigration enforcement by granting 
States and localities the authority to 
voluntarily assist in the enforcement 
of Federal immigration law and to en-
force their own immigration laws con-
sistent with Federal practices. 

The House Judiciary Committee has 
also approved several bills to reform 
the asylum and refugee programs to 
curtail rampant fraud, while ensuring 
that our Nation continues to be a safe 
haven for those persecuted around the 
world. The surge of Central American 
unaccompanied alien minors and fam-
ily units seeking to enter the U.S. ille-
gally at our southern border put a 
strain on manpower and resources. It 
also exposed loopholes in our Nation’s 
immigration laws that are being ex-
ploited by smugglers and others seek-
ing to game the system. 

The Asylum Reform and Border Pa-
trol Act makes a number of improve-
ments to our Nation’s laws to prevent 
fraud and abuse in the system and as-
sure that asylum is reserved for those 
truly fleeing persecution in their home 
country. 

Further, the Protection of Children 
Act makes sure that unaccompanied 
alien minors who make the dangerous 
journey to the United States are swift-
ly and safely returned home. For those 
who stay with a sponsor in the United 
States while awaiting their immigra-
tion hearing, the bill provides for 

greater transparency and safety to 
these minors to ensure that they are 
not inadvertently delivered into the 
hands of criminals or abusers. 

The Refugee Program Integrity Res-
toration Act reforms the refugee pro-
gram by curbing fraud and strength-
ening public safety and national secu-
rity. It also provides State and local 
governments the power to decide if ref-
ugees are to be resettled within their 
communities and gives Congress, not 
the President, the authority to set the 
overall refugee ceiling for each year. 

The House Judiciary Committee also 
plans to bring up a bill that protects 
jobs for citizens and legal workers, the 
Legal Workforce Act. This bill requires 
all U.S. employers to check the work 
eligibility of all future hires through 
the tried and tested E-Verify system. 
E-Verify quickly confirms 99 percent of 
work-eligible employees and takes less 
than 2 minutes to use. 

Over 740,000 American employers cur-
rently use E-Verify, and 83 percent of 
America’s employers support a manda-
tory electronic verification system. 
While many aspects of our Nation’s im-
migration system need to be improved, 
including our guest worker program for 
American agriculture, we must 
strengthen the enforcement of our im-
migration laws. Immigration enforce-
ment is crucial to maintain our sov-
ereignty, to protect national security, 
and to restore the rule of law. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on Congress to 
take up the House Judiciary Commit-
tee’s immigration enforcement bills 
soon. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman GOODLATTE and appreciate 
those powerful words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. DESANTIS), a col-
league and one of the sharpest, most 
intellectual Members of Congress. 

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from North Carolina for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, if you were trying to do 
damage to the United States and you 
wanted to design a Tax Code that hin-
dered economic growth, that diverted a 
lot of productive energy, that basically 
kept America from reaching its eco-
nomic potential, you probably couldn’t 
do much worse than designing the code 
that we have. 

It is enormously complex—70,000 plus 
pages. I confess, there is no way I can 
do my own taxes, and I think that is 
true for millions and millions of Amer-
icans. There is a frustration with that, 
but it also costs massive amounts of 
money and diverts energy. We are talk-
ing about hundreds of billions of dol-
lars that get diverted to complying 
with the Tax Code, and that is not opti-
mal for economic growth. 

It repels capital and incentivizes 
companies to relocate overseas and 
take jobs overseas. You see companies 
reincorporating in Ireland or Canada. 
That is because we have the highest 
corporate tax rate in the industrialized 
world. We are almost trying to send 
businesses overseas. 
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It doesn’t allow middle class families 

to keep enough of the money they 
earn. If you look over the past decade 
or so, family income really hasn’t risen 
by that much, yet the cost of living has 
gone up. So by taking more and more 
from taxes, it makes it harder for mid-
dle class families to make ends meet. 

So reforming the Tax Code, doing a 
nice, big tax cut, I think is long over-
due. It would be a boon to our econ-
omy. You would have a simple sys-
tem—no more 70,000 pages. Fill out 
your taxes on a postcard. That not only 
is more economically efficient, it gives 
people a lot of peace of mind to know 
they can do their taxes themselves. It 
is going to incentivize us to bring all of 
the trillions of dollars in overseas prof-
its, and bring it back to the United 
States so that we can invest it here 
through our companies and create 
more jobs here. 

It will make our American businesses 
more competitive. Our business tax 
system is outdated. It is uncompeti-
tive. This, I think, will change a lot of 
that by having a competitive business 
tax rate, and I think that that will 
mean more economic growth. 

So I think all that is pretty obvious 
to most people who look at this in a 
fair way. The question for us now is, we 
have to produce this bill. We have been 
talking about tax reform for a long 
time this year, and I think that is 
great, but it is time right now for us to 
produce this bill, debate it here in the 
House, pass it, and send it over to the 
United States Senate. 

I am not encouraged when, given the 
urgency of this, we are going on a re-
cess next week. The House is not going 
to be here. You are not going to have a 
tax bill marked up in the Ways and 
Means Committee or unveiled to the 
public. Members are not going to be de-
bating that. I think it is time that we 
do that, and I think there should be a 
sense of urgency with that. 

We have got to get our job done. I 
think the bill should have been passed 
by now, but let’s get it done. Send it to 
the Senate. I don’t think you would 
probably have very smart money to bet 
that the Senate is going to come 
through in the clutch. They haven’t 
shown they can do that yet. But this is 
going to be a big question for them: 
Can you get anything done in the U.S. 
Senate? This is something that we 
know we need to do. It will be good for 
our economy. 

All of the Republicans have said that 
our Tax Code is a disaster. So if we 
send them a good bill, this is going to 
be a major test. Can you apply the ma-
jority that the voters gave us? Can you 
honor your promises and do something 
good for taxpayers? I hope the answer 
is yes. But I think in this body we have 
got to be focusing on, let’s put the Sen-
ate to the test. Let’s draft, debate, and 
pass a strong, bold, tax cut and tax re-
form. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his comments. I al-
ways appreciate the contribution that 

the gentleman makes to the House and 
to the American people. 

I could not agree more. For those 
who may be listening or watching, you 
may have seen, in the last few months, 
a heightened energy, or an urgency 
when it comes to calling out our part-
ners in the Senate to begin to move 
and to begin to act—not just on things 
like repealing the healthcare, 
ObamaCare, but also moving, getting 
ready to move, hopefully, on tax re-
form. 

I know there has been some agree-
ment on the framework, but, as the de-
tails continue to be more and more 
clear, we hope our colleagues on the 
Senate are ready to move quickly and 
swiftly for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN), a 
brand-new Member who came in from a 
special election to replace OMB Direc-
tor Mick Mulvaney when he took the 
position with President Trump’s ad-
ministration. He has gotten up to speed 
quickly and is a huge asset to the Re-
publican Study Committee and to the 
House Republicans as a whole. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support the Republican Study 
Committee’s three promises in 3 
months’ pledge to repeal ObamaCare, 
secure the border, and enable com-
prehensive tax reform. 

I applaud RSC’s Chairman Mike 
Walker for his leadership on this and 
on this initiative. On the promises to 
repeal and secure, the House has begun 
to deliver by passing the American 
Health Care Act and providing $1.6 bil-
lion in border wall funding. 

Tonight, I want to focus on the third 
promise: passing comprehensive tax re-
form. Our Nation’s Tax Code affects 
every family, business, and worker and 
is a key driver behind America’s eco-
nomic competitiveness. Congress has 
not passed comprehensive tax reform 
since 1986. That is 31 years. 

The average cost of a new house then 
in the United States was $89,430. For a 
new Ford F–150 pickup truck, the aver-
age price was $8,350. Mr. Speaker, it 
has been way too long before we have 
taken comprehensive tax reform into 
consideration. 

Since then, the number of pages in 
the IRS code has increased by nearly 
50,000 pages. The corporate tax rate is 
at 35 percent, which is the highest in 
the industrialized world. Ireland’s, to 
give you an example, is 12 percent. This 
is inexcusable. 

Congress took an important step for-
ward last week through passing a budg-
et resolution, and now it is time for the 
Senate to do their job on the budget so 
that we can deliver comprehensive tax 
reform for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, our tax reform plan is 
both profamily, and proworker. The 
typical American family will receive a 
$4,000 pay raise under our plan and will 
turbocharge the economy through ena-
bling gross domestic product growth to 
reach 3.2 percent minimum for the next 
5 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with the House leadership, Chair-
man BRADY, and all of the congres-
sional Members to pass this fair and 
simple tax reform package to make 
this country as great as it can be. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his comments. As 
you see, three promises, 3 months; Oc-
tober, November, December, three 
promises, 3 months: repeal, reform, and 
secure. That is the promise from the 
Republican Study Committee, making 
up 157 members, 17 of the 20 chairmen. 

b 1745 
Now it is in our ability to make sure 

this gets through the Senate and 
passed into law by the President. We 
can’t force all that, but what we are 
committed to is doing our part and 
doing our job to get these pieces of leg-
islation through regular order to the 
House for a vote to fulfill the promises 
that most of us ran on over the last 
several elections. 

It is also a wonderful privilege to-
night to introduce our House veteri-
narian—the gentleman can define that 
as he would need if we need a House 
veterinarian—but the great Represent-
ative from central Florida who does 
fine work in the House, Dr. TED YOHO. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. YOHO). 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the chairman’s leadership on this. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the three promises, 3-month initia-
tive that you have outlined here, and I 
think it is so important that we follow 
through with this. 

I want to start with tax reform. 
Members can say: Why do we need tax 
reform? I think it is self-evident. Our 
Tax Code, as you heard, is the most 
burdensome in the world. It stifles eco-
nomic growth, entrepreneurship, and it 
creates noncompliance. So we need to 
simplify it. We have told the American 
people we were going to do that if we 
get in charge. 

I think the repeal of ObamaCare—and 
some people get offended if we call it 
ObamaCare, so I will refer to it as the 
Affordable Care Act. It has disrupted 
over 20 percent of our economy, and I 
think it is not affordable. We can talk 
to so many different people. I know our 
premiums went up $11,000 since I have 
come to Congress. In fact, our policy 
got canceled when I came to Congress 
because of ObamaCare. 

Then I think the third part of that is 
we promised the American people that 
we would repeal this in its entirety and 
fix healthcare so that people have ac-
cess to healthcare, it is affordable, and 
that it is quality care is the part that 
gets left out. 

Then I want to touch on border secu-
rity. This is something that we have 
all run on. Any nation needs a secure 
border. A sovereign nation has to have 
a secure border, and they have to have 
control over their border. However, due 
to the failures of politicians past and 
present, the U.S. southern border, in 
particular, remains porous. 
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I applaud President Trump for releas-

ing a set of principles which I fully en-
dorse and his priorities that are fo-
cused on making our borders more se-
cure. President Trump’s consistent 
message calling for better enforcement 
of our immigration laws and improving 
border security is one of the main rea-
sons he won the Presidency. 

President Trump is sticking to his 
campaign promises, which is refreshing 
to see in Washington, D.C., these days, 
a town where too many times there is 
an aversion to making tough decisions 
in fear of how that will be viewed in 
the next election. So it is refreshing to 
see President Trump do what he said 
he was going to do. 

Protecting our borders, ending sanc-
tuary cities, and facilitating State and 
local cooperation in immigration en-
forcement are commonsense ideas that 
will protect national security, promote 
public safety, and deter future illegal 
immigration. We are hard at work on 
solving these problems of illegal immi-
gration in the House. 

Just three real quick facts: 
From November 2013 to July 2014, of-

ficials apprehended 143 individuals list-
ed on the U.S. terrorist watch list try-
ing to cross the Mexican border and 
enter the U.S. illegally. So many times 
I hear people say that this is not true 
and that this does not happen, but we 
know better. 

As of 2014, illegal immigrants were 
convicted and sentenced for about 13 
percent of the crimes in the United 
States. 

Then, lastly, border security should 
also focus on maritime domain. Our 
Coast Guard, a hardworking branch of 
our military service, has set a new 
record for cocaine seizures at sea for 
the second consecutive year, seizing 
more than 455,000 pounds of cocaine in 
2017 that was destined for the home-
land. 

So I am proud to join the Republican 
Study Committee in recognizing the 
necessity of border security today. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative YOHO, and we appre-
ciate the gentleman’s work in the 
United States House. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most accom-
plished men, sometimes a person whom 
we refer to as ‘‘Governor’’ around here 
when it comes to political minds, is the 
gentleman from South Carolina, Rep-
resentative MARK SANFORD. Week in 
and week out, he is a very diligent and 
great leader in this House. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to 
yield to the fine gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. SANFORD). 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I would make two quick 
points on the importance of tax reform. 
One, I would refer to an editorial that 
appeared in yesterday’s Wall Street 
Journal. What it talked about was the 
nexus between deficits and tax reform. 
Oddly enough, if you look at the num-
bers here of late and if you look at the 
2017 CBO report, what it shows is that, 

in fact, deficits are creeping up again. 
Last year’s number is $668 billion. 

What they point to in this editorial 
was that a good part of the reason why 
deficits have escalated has been tied to 
anemic economic growth and that, un-
like other recoveries that had been 
more robust in nature, the revenues 
had not come in as they have in past 
recoveries. As a consequence, deficits 
have exploded. 

So if you care about the deficits—and 
I do, and I know that the gentleman 
from North Carolina does, and I know 
that other members of the RSC do. If 
you care about deficits, then you have 
got to do something about tax reform 
this year was, in essence, the premise 
of the editorial. 

The other point I would make is this. 
In a capitalistic society, capital mat-
ters. In essence, it is a mathematical 
formula. 

Savings drives investment, which 
drives productivity gain, which ulti-
mately impacts standards of living or 
wages, which we talk about. There are 
only two ways of increasing or improv-
ing human productivity. One is with 
gray matter: you can build a better 
mousetrap because you have been well 
educated and you can think of some-
thing different. The other is with phys-
ical capital. One person with a bull-
dozer can move a lot more dirt than 
one person with a shovel. 

Yet what we oftentimes forget in the 
debate on tax reform is how important 
it is that we encourage and, in essence, 
complement the efforts of those who 
are out there risking on a daily basis. 
So with that in mind, it is important 
that we have tax reform that includes 
people who are actually, again, build-
ing businesses. 

Think about this: the top 25 percent 
of the earners out there pay 90 percent 
of the taxes; the top 10 percent pay 60 
percent of the taxes. 

Now, let’s define that for just a sec-
ond. If you are in the top 25 percent, 
that begins at $77,000. If you are in the 
top 10 percent, you are at $133,000. 

Now, tell me this: When I talk to a 
truck driver and a schoolteacher at 
home, their combined income could be 
around $100,000. Are they rich? I would 
say no. But they are out there making 
the kinds of risks that are necessary to 
the building of capital that was exactly 
what The Wall Street Journal talked 
about. 

If we want to do something about 
deficits, and if we want to do some-
thing about capital formation that is 
so necessary to raising wages, then we 
have got to do something about this 
equation. It is important that those 
earners and those small-business peo-
ple not be left out, as is the case right 
now. That is yet another reason why 
tax reform is so important this year. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative SANFORD; I appreciate 
the gentleman’s good words, experi-
ence, and knowledge. 

Mr. Speaker, speaking of Congress as 
a whole, it is well past time to make 

sure that tax reform and tax relief gets 
across to the American people. 

A lot of times we talk about classes. 
The truth is it is probably better ter-
minology to talk about income levels, 
lower, middle and higher income levels. 
That is one of the reasons that we are 
pushing forward the Charitable Giving 
Act, which is something that impacts 
both the lower and middle income lev-
els. 

We believe that is something that 
needs to be connected to tax reform to 
make sure that those folks who come 
from a background of teachers and 
truck drivers as we just heard about, 
but also other areas of the middle class 
and maybe lower income levels, some-
thing that they have a way where they 
are able to make sure that every dollar 
and every sacrifice they give back to a 
charitable organization—whether it is 
a local church or whether it is to the 
United Way—to make sure that every 
dollar is counted. 

This is something that has been 
going on way too long. As we know, 
there are 75,000 pages right now of IRS 
Tax Code regulations. If the IRS wants 
to come after a private citizen, the pri-
vate citizen doesn’t have much of a re-
source ability to fight back whether it 
is in the legal or whether it is extended 
wealth. This is a machine that has 
been building, and the bureaucracy has 
been growing well past time. 

It is time to neuter the IRS. One of 
the ways we can do that is reducing it 
from seven tax brackets down to three. 
It was erroneously shared by somebody 
across the aisle recently that we are 
driving up the lowest bracket from 10 
percent to 12 percent. The truth is this: 
we are condensing it right now to three 
tax brackets—35 percent, 25 percent, 
and 12 percent—and doubling the 
standard deduction from $12,000 to 
$24,000. This is something that we are 
looking forward to doing to benefit the 
American people. 

We talk much in these Halls about 
bipartisan support or bipartisan this or 
that. When did it become an issue, 
when did it become a problem, and 
when did it become a point of conten-
tion to allow the American people to 
keep more of the money from the hard 
work they put in day in and day out, 
week in and week out? That is some-
thing that we must do. That is some-
thing that should not even be a place of 
argument or a place of debate when it 
comes back allowing these folks to 
continue. 

For some, we can get past the tax 
credit language. We can move on be-
yond the charitable deductions and all 
the different political and accounting 
words. What about just the family of 
four that needs another car, that needs 
to be able to afford a car payment to 
get a mom or a dad back and forth to 
work, or maybe a teenager in the 
house? We have been through that 
twice now. We had more claims than 
we probably should, but we get it. But 
also, maybe it is a few more times out 
to eat or to the movies, the things that 
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make you want to get up every day and 
continue to pursue that American 
Dream. 

But not only from the individual side 
of this—certainly very important—but 
what about this corporate tax rate, 
this business rate that we talk con-
stantly about that almost has become 
Washington jargon talking points? 
Why is that so important? 

Over the years since the 1930s and 
1940s, our corporate business rate has 
climbed to the highest in the industrial 
world. 

Why is that? Why would we make it 
tougher on our manufacturers and our 
companies to have a higher tax rate? 
What incentive is it to stay here? We 
could track company after company. 

I come from the State of North Caro-
lina where textiles and furniture used 
to be two of our top three job pro-
viders. A lot of those companies now 
you will find in Vietnam or other 
places. 

That corporate tax rate that literally 
has gone through the roof, why 
wouldn’t we want to reduce that busi-
ness rate? Why wouldn’t we want to 
incentivize companies to begin to bring 
those jobs back to the United States? 

I think it is crucial, and I think it is 
something that all of us should have 
the energy and the ability to be able to 
get behind and really push forward. 

We have been promising this for how 
long? Since 1986? I was a junior in high 
school. Thirty-one years this has been 
on the docket, and the moment is now 
for us to deliver. If it is not now, as 
Reagan used to say, then when? Then 
how? 

What should we be doing if it is not 
fulfilling the very promise that we 
have made to the American people, and 
that is that we are going to provide 
genuine—not some kind of phony legis-
lation, not some kind of showboat, but 
genuine tax reform and tax relief for 
the American people? 

Now, you may hear sometimes that, 
hey, the Republican plan is only for the 
most wealthy. Let’s look at the num-
bers. Let’s put a little math equation 
up, if we could, please. 

Let’s say that the most wealthy—if 
you are talking about somebody who 
makes $1 million, let’s say we reduce 
their taxes by 1 percent. My math that 
I am doing here in my mind, that 
comes to about $10,000. 

Let’s say, if you go to that middle-in-
come family, two parents working as 
hard as they can, they are bringing 
about $50,000 a year annually, yet their 
tax break, their tax benefit is 10 per-
cent. Now, math tells me that is only 
$5,000 compared to the $10,000. 

So you may hear the spin from time 
to time, well, the wealthier are getting 
the higher tax break, the wealthier are 
getting the higher tax credit. Listen, 
when it comes to dollar for dollar, the 
impact that that makes to the middle 
and lower income families is drastic. I 
will tell you this. Every time we turn 
around, every time that each Member 
goes back and forth to his district, he 

is hearing the same message: ‘‘Get 
something done.’’ 

Tax reform is one of those areas 
where, specifically, we are being com-
pelled, we are being urged, and we are 
being called. My fellow Members in the 
House, please hear those urgent voices 
right now. Even if Members want to 
move past the tax relief and the hu-
manitarian component, is it not politi-
cally strategic for us to do what we 
have promised to do on behalf of the 
American people? 

As I said in my opening, I am con-
fident that the American people will 
deliver the final grade over the next 3 
months. The 115th Congress, what kind 
of grade will we have over the next 3 
months if we do not deliver on these 
three promises? 

I am hoping that that urgency is res-
onating. Repealing and replacing, con-
tinuing to fight to repeal and replace 
ObamaCare, to make sure that we are 
continuing to reform and do everything 
that we can to reform the Tax Code. 
Finally, the promise that we have been 
making year after year is to make sure 
that we are protecting the American 
people by securing our border. 

I understand that each of these items 
is a major legislative item in its own 
right. To be frank, we should have been 
delivering on them throughout the 
year. It is October, the 10th month of 
year. It is high past time. We only have 
such a busy agenda this late in the 
game because we haven’t delivered on 
our promises. 

b 1800 

I want to thank my colleagues and 
fellow Republican Study Committee 
members tonight for joining us this 
evening. 

I would ask the American people to 
continue to support and continue to 
urge their Members of Congress to de-
liver on these promises. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE CHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, as a 
Member of Congress, as a father, and as 
a grandfather, nothing I do is more im-
portant than ensuring every child in 
Arizona and America has the oppor-
tunity to live up to their God-given po-
tential. No matter where they live, 
kids deserve to grow up healthy, with 
every chance to succeed. 

That is why it is beyond unaccept-
able that, for the first time ever, Con-
gress missed the deadline to reauthor-
ize the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. 

For decades, CHIP has been a bipar-
tisan program and has been reauthor-
ized with broad support, until now. It 
has now been 11 days since CHIP ex-

pired. This is an outrage for children 
across the Nation who depend on the 
affordable, quality care they receive, 
thanks to CHIP. It is especially trou-
bling for Arizona. 

Arizona has had the unfortunate dis-
tinction of being one of the worst 
States for healthcare access for chil-
dren. Until last year, it was the only 
State in the entire Nation without an 
active Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. 

Arizona froze CHIP KidsCare pro-
gram in 2010. At its height, the waiting 
list for coverage after the freeze topped 
100,000. I repeat: the list topped 100,000 
because of a freeze put on by the State 
of Arizona. 

Two years ago, Congress reauthorized 
CHIP and included enhanced match 
rate funding for States under the Af-
fordable Care Act. Thanks to advocates 
on the ground and with bipartisan sup-
port in our State legislature, this en-
hanced funding finally paved the way 
for our State to reopen KidsCare. 

Last year, KidsCare began enrolling 
children—over 23,000 so far. We have 
just begun the hard work of educating 
and reaching out to the working fami-
lies who qualify for coverage. 

Arizona is one of a handful of States, 
as you can see here in this chart in 
blue, that would run out of Federal 
funds to cover children by December of 
this year, absent congressional action. 

Families in these States are the most 
at risk for losing critical access to 
care, until Congress steps up to the 
plate and passes a robust reauthoriza-
tion with enhanced rate funding. 

I have met and heard from many of 
these families and their providers. I 
know what is it stake for them. 

Cate Arnquist is a mother from Tuc-
son, Arizona, whose 8-year-old son, 
Zachary, was approved for coverage 
through KidsCare last month. This is a 
huge relief to Cate, who recently 
moved to Arizona with her husband 
and works at a local elementary 
school. Cate said: 

It’s important for me to know that if I 
need to take him to the doctor, I will be able 
to take him. As a parent, your kids are al-
ways your biggest priority. I think every 
parent wants to make sure their kids are 
healthy. 

Cate, I couldn’t agree with you more. 
Kids like Zachary deserve to know that 
their elected officials here in Congress 
are looking out for them. 

Graciela is a working single mom 
who lives in Phoenix. Her 17-year-old 
daughter, who suffers from high blood 
pressure, relies on KidsCare coverage. 
Graciela says: 

I just pray and ask everybody who is be-
hind CHIP to think about it. They don’t 
know how hard it is sometimes when you are 
a parent and you don’t know what to do. 
Should I put a plate of food on the table or 
should I take my kid to the doctor? 

These are questions no parent in Ari-
zona or in America should have to ask 
themselves. Doctors in our community 
agree. 

A pediatrician practicing in Gilbert, 
Arizona, shared an important story 
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